
T ~ n n s a c t i u m  of the Qzcat7~or Corounfi  Lodge. 

ADOPTIVE MASONRY AND T H E  ORDER O F  

T H E  MOPSES. 

B Y  BRO. B. L. HAWKINS, fIM..A., Oxon. 

:E third of the Old Charges, :LS given in the Constil~ctions of 1723, 
coutains this clause,l " The Persons admitted Members of a Lodge 
must be good and true Men, free-born, and of mature and discreet 
Age, no Bondmeu, no Women, no immoral or  scanclalous BIeu, but of 
good Report,," and DI.. Andc1.son probably embodied in this 
regulation what may be taken to have been the general practice of 
previous ages of confining the privileges of the Cl-aft to worthy nzeu 

alone, in spite of the curious passage in the York MS. No. 4, l '  The one of the eldcrs 
takeing the Booke, ancl tha t  hee or shee that  is to bee made mason shall lay their 
hands theron and the charge shall be given,""~ to which i t  is generally believed by 
experts that  shee is  a copyist's mistake for they,  just as the is an error for lhen : yet i t  
is undoubtedly the case tha t  many of the old guilds admitted women as well 
as of men, and no less an authority than the late Bro. Woodford believed in female 
~nembership of the Guild of Rlasons,%Itliough 110 record of such membership has been 
discovered.4 

However, to debate the question whether women were ever aclmitt,ecl into the 
Guild of Mwons would lend me too fiu. from my object, in this paper, and i t  nil1 be 
euough for my purpose to assert that  ever since the Revival of Free Jlasoniy in 1717 
the aclmission of women to a participation in its secrets has been forbidden in Engla~~cl.  
Bnt i t  has not been entirely so on the Continent of Europe, for the homely Free- 
masonry imported from England into France in l725 very soon failed to give complete 
satisfaction to the more gallant Frenchmel~. or, shall I say, Frencllwomen, of the day, 
and according to Clavc15, about the year 1730, Female Fi~eemasonry (so called) was 
institutecl in France. 

r 7 I h e  early societies were androgynous, and, except for their secret ceremonies, 
had little or nothing of Freemasoniy about them, but a great many such associations 
of members of both sexes were formed under various titles, until a t  last in l774 the 
Grand Orient of France fornlallp approved of Lodges of Adoption in which ladies were 
admitted to ceremonies somewhat ~*escmbling Preemasonry.6 These Lodges were 
called Lodges of Aclopt,ion, because they hail to be adopted by, and placed under the 
guaidianship of, some regular Lodge of Yreemasons, the Master of which or his 
Deputy, was to be the presiding otficer, assistecl by a feinale president or mist~ess.  

Clavel, who is the principal authority on the subject, has given an an~using 
history of some of these early androgyuous societ,ies, and I translate i r o n  his ~ 0 1 . k  
the following account of their rise and progress.7 

p. 51. 
Hughan's Ancient York  Masonic Rolls, p. 13. 
Preface to  Hughan's Old Charges, p. xiii. 
Gould, i. 90. 
Histoive pittoresque de  l a  Franc-Mayonnerie,  p. 111. 
Gould, iii. 155. 

i ~ i s t o i i e  pittoresque de  lu Pranc -Ya~onnev i e ,  p. 111. 
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Adoptire iUnsoitr?y nwd the Order of the Mopses. 7 

' .About 1730 Female Preemasonry was instituted. W e  do not know who was 
i ts  inventor ; b u t  i t  made its first appearance in FI-ance, and i t  is evidently a product 
of French wit. Thc  rules of this Masonry, ho\vever, werc only definitely settled after 
1760, and i t  was recognised ancl sanctioned b y  t h e  governing body of Masonry only in 
the  year 1774. A t  first i t  assumecl various names and various rituals,  which have not 
reached us. I n  l743  i t  had some nautical emblems and a vocabulary ; and t h e  sisters 

used to make t h e  fictitious voyage from t h e  Is le  of Felicity zcnder the s i d  of the  

brothers and piloted b y  them. I t  was then the  w d e r  of the H u p p y  Ones (Fe l i c i t a i~es ) ,  

d l i c h  comprised t h c  degrees of cabin boy, of captain,  of commodore, and of cice-adnziral, 

and had for  admiral ,  t h a t  is  to say, for  grand mastey, brother  cle Cllambonnet, who was 
i ts  author. The  candidate was made to swear t o  keep t h e  secret concerniag the 
ceremonial t h a t  accompanied the initiation. If it was a man he  swore . never to  take 
anchorage in any  port  where a vessel of the order was alreacly found a t  anchor.' I f  i t  
was a woman, she  promised ' not to  a s t range vessel i n  h e r  port,  so long as  a 
vcssel of the  order  should be there a t  anchor.' She  was w o r n  s i t t ing in t h e  place of 
the  commodore, o r  president,  who was kneeling dur ing  th i s  formality. A split  in  this  
order gave birt,h in  l745  to t h e  ordel. of the Knig7~t.s and Ladies of the Anchor, which was 

only a refinement of t h e  first ancl preserrecl i ts  forms. Two years  la ter?  in  1747, the 
Chevalier Feauchaine. t h e  most f a n ~ o u s  and zealons of t h e  Perpetual  Alasters' of Paris,  
the  same person who had cstal~lished his Lodge in n tavern of t h e  R u e  Snint-Victor, 
a t  the sign of t h e  Golden J S Z L ~ L ,  who slept there, and there  gave for six francs all t h e  
(legrees of l\fasonry i n  a single sit>ting, instituted t h e  o d e r  of t7~e Feudezcrs (TTrood- \ 

cutters), t,he ceremonies O F  which were copied from those of t h e  society of the Chnrcoal- 

bnrners, one of t , l ~ e  n.xmerous branchcs of the trade-rnlioi~ist~s. The  Lodge was called a 
t imbe~-yard ( r l ~ a ? ~ t i e r )  ; i t  was s~lpposed t,o represent a forest.  The  president was 
named fu ther-muste~ ( p d r e - m a i l ~ e )  ; t h e  brothers a n d  sisters took tShe t,itle of coitsinn 

(cozisins ct c o ~ ~ s i n e s ) ,  and  t h e  candidate was called steel (h~ ique t ) . '  These meetings hacl 
an e x t r a o ~ d i n a r y  popularity. They took place i n  a large garden situated i n  the  
quarter Nouvelle-France, outside Paris. T h e  people of t h e  court,, men and women, 
repaired thi ther  in cro~vcls, a rm i n  arm, clressed in blouses o r  petticoats of fustian: their  
feet shocl in  clumsy clogs. and there they indulgecl i n  a l l  t h e  noise ancl all the  easy 
manners of vulgar hnmonr.3 Some other  androgynous societies followed this o n e ;  
sucll were t h e  orders of t h e  Axe (Coignie) ,  of the  Hundred  (Cen tn ine ) ,  of Fidelity 
(FitiAli'tl), of which t h e  forms were more like those of ordinary Freemasonry." 

Of: course, sucb societies were in no sense Masonic, b u t  they led the  may to t h e  
cstablisl~ment of thc  Tlodges of Adoption and their  recognition by t h e  Grancl Orient of 

France: a r~ t l  I translate again fl-om Clavei on the  subject (Iutrod~cction,  p. 33) :- 
'. The blasoniu Law 1.igorously excludes females from participation in i t , ~  

mysteries. However, the  French have con~pr~omised with th i s  law. B y  the  side of 
t rue niasonly, they have created a conventional nlasonry, specially dedicated to women, 

who perform all the  fnnc,tions and do not disdain to admi t  men i n  their  assemblies. It 
is what is called masonr?j nf r~doption.  This, l ike t h e  other ,  has  i ts  trials. i ts  degrees, 

its secrets, i ts  signs. But  these a r e  the  pretexts for the i r  meetings ; t h e  object is  the 
banqaet,  by mhicl, the. a rc  always acconi~)anied, and  t h e  ball, which is inseparable 
froni them 

I At this time ill F r a r ~ c ~ .  mnny nf the  1~odg1.s were presided over by l lns tc r s  who werc appointed 
for  life on tile r o l ~ s t , i t ~ ~ t i o ~ ~  of  t l ~ e  1~011g0, w11icl1 they pract icdly O W I I C ~ .  

"riqnet=% piecc o f  steel for striking lire f1.0111 X tlint. 
"or a full account of t h e  Fendeurs by our I.P.AI., see vol. xaii. of A.Q.C. 
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S Transactions of the Qzcatuor Coronati Lodge. 

" The hall in which the hanqnet is held is dividcd into four climes (c l imats) .  The 
east is called Asia  : the west Europe : the sout,h Africa : the north illnerica. The table 
is like a hol-se-shoe. All is arrangecl there as a t  men's banqnets. The president has 
the title of grand-mistress; she is assisted bp a grand-master, and sits in the clime of 
Asia. The sister-inspectress, assisted by the brother inspector, and the sister-treas~irer 
( s e u r  d,$osifaire), supported by the brother-treasnrer, occupy the two extremities of tlie 
horse-shoe, the former in the region of America. the other in the African region. 

" The lodges of adoption ha re  also a special language. I n  i t  the temple is calleci 
Eden.  the doors, Dawiers; the minutes (procis-verbal) ladder. A glass is called l amp  ; 
wine red o i l :  water white o i l :  the bottles and decanters pi tc l~ew.  T o  t r i m  the lainp is 
to pour some wine into one's glass ; to Blow o ~ t  the l amp  is to drink ; to exalt b y  five, or 
to do one's d d y  by  j k e ,  is  to  perform the manual tactics. 

' I  The order consists in placing the two hands on the breast, the  +ht on the left 
with the two t h u n ~ b s  joined and forming the triangle. The cry is E r a  ! five 
times.' 

" Their toasts are drunk almost in the same manner as in lodges of men. The 

grand-mistress uses her gavel in the same way to call the attention of t.he meeting. 
The announcements are tFansmitted also by means of the officers and the oficibres 
who occupy the place of the wardens. The lamps aye trimmed and placed in a line: 
and when all is suitably arranged, the grand-mistress expresses herself as f o l l ~ ~ ~ s :  
' Brothers and Sisters, the health tha t  I propose to you is t ha t  of . . . . . In  honour of 
a health that  is so dear to us, let us blow out our lamps by five. Tlic r ight  hand to  the 

lamp ! C p  r i t h  the lamp ! Blow out tfhe lamp ! Lamp in front!  P u t  clown the 
lamp ! One, two, three. four-five ! ' The grand-mistress and all those present carry 
their lamps four times to the heart, and a t  the fifth time pu t  them down t,ogether with 
a crash on the table. Then they exalt by five, that  is to say they clap their hands five 
times uttering each time the cry E v a  ! " 

And else~l-here ( p .  112) he says "Masonry of a~lopt~iou consists of four degrees, 
called apprel~ticenhip (apprentissage), journeywzanship (compagnonuage), m a s f e r ~ l ~ i p  
(maitrise), and pevfect w~astership (maitrise parfaite), and the emblems of the degrees 
are borrowed from the Bible, and commemorate successively the first sin, the flood, the 
confusion of the tower of Babel, etc. 

"Once definit,ely agreed upon, tlie rites of adoption spread from France into 
most of the other countries of Europe and even into America. The Masons welconled 

them ererywhere with eagerness, as an honest means of enabling their wives and 
daughters to sllare the pleasures which they tasted a t  their mysterions feastu." 

H e  then proceeds to describe many noteworthy meetings of these Lodges of 
Adoption in Pavis and elsewhere, for which I would ~ e f e r  those interested in the 
subject to the book itself, for I am anxious to pass on to the subject of the sub-title of 
my paper, 

1 Ragon (Nanzce l  C o m p l e t  de  In M a p n n e r i e  dl.Jdoption, p. 8 i ) .  gires a song which was song in the 
Adoptive Lodges beginning 

" We are told of England 
That their whole vocabulary 
Consists of goddam, 
R u t  in Masonry 
One word has more magic 
This word, who would not  love i t  ! 
Era-Eva-Eva-Eva." 
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Adoptive i i f m o w ~ ~  a ~ d  the Order of the Mopscs. 9 

T H E  O R D E R  O F  T H E  AIOPSES, 

the  account of which I translate  from a Freuch book, entitled " LIOrdre des 
Francs-Ma~ons  t rahi ,  e t  le secret des Alopses rBvB1B." T h e  book was originally 
published a t  Amsterdam i n  1745, nncl several editions of i t  were i ~ s u e c l , ~  the  oxe which 
T Ilam followcd being datcd 1763.2 

THE S E C R E T  O F  T H E  X O P S E S  R.EVEALED.  

(Amsterdam 1763.) 

'. Although the  Order  of tlie AIopses may not bc ei ther  so ancient,, o r  so widely 
spread by f a r  as  t,hat of tlic Iireema.sons, i t  does not, howerer, fail  of being considerable 
and of making plenty of s t i r  it1 t h e  world. Having  hard ly  lef t  tlle cmclle, i t  is seen 
already to be extending beyond t h e  country of its birth : and  if we lnnst  judge of its 
future progress by  t h a t  which i t  has  made in so short  a time, i t  will not be long i n  
establishing itself ill all pa r t s  of Europe. 

'' This  Order owes i t s  origin to  a conscientious scruple. Clement X I I .  having 
excomnlnr~icated tlie Freemasons, i n  1736" several German Catholics, fl-igl~tened by the  
Papal  I ~ u l l ,  nbnnclonecl t,he plan of enter ing their  Societ,y. B u t  not being able t o  
resign themselves to t,he loss of the  pleasures wliicli they had  hoped to find in it .  they 
formed the  project, of est,nblishing another  onc, which, without exposing them to t h e  
censure of t,he Vnt,ican, might procure fo r  them t h e  same amusements as  t h e  tirst. It 
must  also be admitted t h a t  i n  t h n t  las t  respect they much improred  upon their model, 
as I shall presently show. They  found n Protector i n  tlie person of one of tlie most 
august  Sovereigns of t h e  Germanic Body, ancl too!; for  Grand  Master one of the  
most powerful Lords of Germany. I t  can be said t,hnt t,he choice of their  members 
answers perfectly to  t h n t  wliicli they made oE these two illustrious Chiefs, if we may 
judge of i t  by one of their Lodges, i n  which I I~appcnecl t o  be  a t  Pranlifort,  which 
was co:nposecl of persons of the  highest distir~ction. 

'' I n  imitatiou of t h e  Freemasons, they framed some Stntntes, invented a Word 
and some Signs for mutua l  I-ecognition, estnblishecl some Ceremonies for  the  Banquet 
and for the Receptions, and  appointed some Officers. T h a t  done, they se t  about taking 
a Symbol, and giving tlie~uselves n, name ; and as Fidelity a n d  Love, which they vowed, 
made the  esseutial par t  of their  Society, they took t,he Dog for  emblem, and called 
themselves 'Mops,' wliicli in  G-ernian signifies :L Pug-dog.4 The i r  Fonnder  apparently 
had some predilection for  this  kincl of d o g :  otherwise i t  mould have been a t  least as  
natural  to choose tlie Poodle, which of all  t h e  canine race is reckoned t h e  most faithful. 
I shall detail their Rules a n d  Ceremonies ns the occasion offers itself t o  speak of them : 
this mill cost me  less thnn  a methodicnl order and  perhaps will please niore. 

l Kloss, Biblioyraphie der Frei~nuurerei, No. 1860. 

V made the  followi~ig translation some three or four Scars ago for  my own amusement, and 
in complete ignorance of the fact  t h a t  a former membcr of t h e  Lodre, now deceased, Bro. H. J. 
Whymper, P.Dep.Dis.G.M., Punjab, had made a t r a ~ ~ s l a t i o n  of the  1743 edition, which was printed for 
privatc circulation about 1890. I have since compared my version with his, and am pleased to find 
that  they are in agreement on most points. 

S But the  Bull was issued in 1738. See tlie Encyclical De Secta Massonu~n of 1884. p. 7 ;  and 
Sept. 22, 1738, is  given in Actci Latomorum as the  date of thc foundation of the  hIopses a t  Vienna. " have considered i t  more correct to render Mops by Pug-dog than by Mrisliff, as  is given as the 
meaning by some writers; not only do t h e  best German dictionaries translate t h e  word thus, but the  
animal whom the initiate is  saluting in  the plate given in the  book, and reproduced to  accompany this 
pnper, is undoubtedly a Pug-dog, not a Mastiff. 
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10 Transactions of the Quatuor Cwronati Lodge. 

" A11 t h e  menlbers ought  to  bc  Rornan Catholics, without  clolibt t o  avoid giving 
offence to  t h e  Court  of Roine;  but they are  est,renlely lax on th i s  point, which however 
they  promise to  observe. They havz believed apparent ly t h a t  to  protect themselves 

from Excommunication, i t  wonlcl be enough not t o  exact an O a t h :  because i t  is  
prirlcipally by t h a t  tha t  t h e  Freemasons have drawn t h e  l i g h t n i ~ ~ g  on their  heads. 
The  ?ilop;es have profited by this esample ;  thcy content themselves with mal<ing n 
Candidate promise on his word of honorur t h a t  Iic will not rcvenl the Secrets of the  
Society. 

" Another reason of policy has lccl them to reject yet  another  of t h e  fundamental 
articles of Alasonry ; i t  is t h a t  of the cxclnsion of Women. One knows t h e  ootcry with 

which they h a r e  filled al l  Enrope agcainst the  Freemasons. The  Mopses a re  afraid 
with reason of bringing on thrnlselves such formidable enemies. The  interest of their  

pleasures is joined t o  t h a t  of their  reputation : they h a r e  understood t h a t  the  cleligllts 
which they expected to  taste  in  t l l e i~ '  dsse~nbl ies  would be always insipid, if they did 
not share then1 with th i s  enchanting Sex. They have even ndnlittecl them to all t h e  

Dignities, except t h a t  of G r n ~ ~ c l  Alaster, whose post is for llfe : so t h a t  in each Lodgc 
there a re  two ' Masters of t h e  Lodge ' or  ' Grand Mopses.' of whom one is  a man and 
the  other  a woman; ancl so O F  a l l  the  othcr  Oflicers. who a re  t h e  Wardens, t h e  
Omtoys, t h e  Secretaries, and  t h e  'I'remurers. (They change tlleir Officers every six 

months, from the  Grnnd Alopse to  tliosc of t h e  lowest rank,  and  they always elect n 
nzzn nod a woman for  each 1)ost. The election mus t  be uuanimous. All who have 

been invested wi th  a n y  post keep i ts  ti t lc,  t l ~ o u g h  t h e y  no longer exercise it) .  
The  Lodge is ruled for s ix  months by a inan and for  S I X  months b y  R woman ; and  
when a woman or  a g i r l  is received i t  is always t h e  Lady Grand Alopse, t h e  Lady 
Warden and the  other female Officers who per.fo~m t h e  functions of the  Reception. 
Here follow t h e  Cereinonies wlrich thcy observe in  i t .  

'. The Candidate applies to one of t h e  Members. who proposes him in ful l  
Assembly, s ta t ing h i s  name, his mmlli and his character.  The  question is  p u t  t o  t h e  
vote: and if one vote only is  wanting, lie is excluded: fol- unanimity is  absolutely 
iwq~uired. B a t  t h e  Opposer mnst  s ta tc  thc  reasons of his  refusal, and  i t  is for t h e  
Proposer to  reply t o  him. If they are  u m b l e  t o  agree. either for  admission or  for  
exclusion, the Grand blaster imposes silence on them,  and  orders the  two Wardens t o  
exanlille t h e  case, and  to make their  report on i t  t,o the  assembly, which fillally decides. 

l '  On t h e  day  fixed for t h e  Recelhion the  Grancl Master is careful to send word to 
all  the  3Ienlbers of t h e  Lodge by a scalccl noticc, which is  t aken  to them by the  Beadle 
(Bedem), whom they call a serving Brother. 

The  Sun~monses  for t h e  ordinm-y Assen~blies, where t,he only question is of 
amusing then~selves,  a r e  eonccirecl in  these te rms:  We, by the Z L I Z ~ I L ~ I ~ ~ U ~  election of 
the noble Breflweu, Grand Ifaster of t l ~ e  Society of the Mopses, ortEe7, . . . . wry worthy 
J le~nber  of the sclid Society, to uppear to-tluy a t  i l ~ e  Lodge, a t  the W T L ~  how of the ecelzing, 
under the penalties established by o u r  Comti t t~ t io~~s .  A i ~ d  on Reception days therc is added 
a t  t h e  bottom : There will be Beccption. Every one hastens to obey this o rder ;  and  
unless for  sickness, o r  some business of t,he utmost conseqnence. there will be no one 
\v110 excoses himsclf. T h e  sickness mns t  even bc considerable : and for  t l ~ e  bnsiness. I 
have seen some very important  ones ~lcglectecl, for- t h c  plensnre of fintling tl~emselves 
together. This  will not he sn~*pris ing w l ~ c n  one slriill h a r e  s r e ~ ~  what  occnl.s in t h i r  
Assewblies, 
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'' As soon a s  t h e  honr strikes, the  Grand Master orders the Wardens  to  sec if any 
Brother is missing, and fines t,hose who a r e  not present :  this  fine increases from one 
quarter of an h o n r t o  another  dur ing  t h e  three hours t h a t  the  Lodge is open. The fault 
n h i c l ~  condemns them is called Negligewce : so the  Negl igen t  one who comes, for instance, 
three quarters  of a n  hour  late. pays t7wec ports of Negligence.  T h e  survey made, the  
Gmnd Master draws his  s n o r d ,  aucl thus  gives notice t h a t  t h e  Lodge is c o n ~ n ~ e ~ ~ c i n g .  
H e  puts  some rl~testions to  t l ~ c  Wardens, with the  C:~techism vrhicll I will g i r e  here- 
af ter :  after which he sends onc of the  I3rothcrs to  warn the  New Member to  present 
himself. I t  most be observed t h a t  while the survey I have nientioned is being made, 
and while pal~L, of the  Caterhisol is being repeated, the  New Nernber is in  another room 
with one of the M o p e s .  who esamines him on his vocation. explains to  him t h e  Statntes  
and the Oblizations of the  Order. and tells him to plbepal-e himself for  something serious, 
and surl~ris ing.  I r e  is k e p t  in similar ta lk until  the  arr ival  of t h e  Brother who comes 
to fetch him. This  one dc~nnutls  of him : IJ he  i s  f ~ d l ! j  resolcetE to e d e r  t l ~ c  Society .  H e  
answers Y e s :  on which he is  I l ~ ~ d \ ~ i ~ ~ l i ~ c l ,  af ter  l ~ i h  per rn i ss io~~ has been asked, and he 
is  led to  the door of the  Lodge. 

" I3eforc going fur the i~ ,  I must  not forget to explain t h a t  t h e  Ceremonies of the 
Ileception, as  I have described them, :we those which a r c  most commonly practised. 
I know t h a t  there arc: some Lodges in  which t h e  Cerenlonies a r e  diff'erent in  some 
particnlars. and I will not neglect to notice then1 in passing, so t h a t  the  Alopses received 
in France, in Ia:nglancI, or i l l  I-Iollnncl, may not accuse me of in~pos t~ure ,  inaec~uxcy 01. 

omission. T l ~ e  Itcception ivl~ich I give here. is cntively :~ccorcling to \vh:~t I have scen 
1 1 r : ~ c t i d  a t  P ~ m l k f o r t  i n  t h e  presence of t l ~ c  Grand hlastw.  whom one must  suppose 
better instrncted and  mole :~ t ten t ivc  to have :ill tlre same f o r ~ ~ ~ n l i t i e s  observed, than 
thow \cl10 a rc  removed from the  f o u u t a i ~ ~  I~ead.  l ~ e t  us rcsnme onr  Candid:itc a t  the 
door of the Lodge where we have left I~inl.  

" When he  is all  ready, his Guide abandons him, and  advanccs to ge t  the door 
opened. Some prctend that, he  strikes with his Ilancl, others with his  foot : but  they 
are  wrong: a good AIopse never forgets the nmne t h a t  he  bears. H e  is content t o  

scratch, as  do clogs ; this  is  clone three times : and a s  they d o  uot open to him he  begins 
again to scratch harder  than  before, aud with a11 his might ,  and  takes to  howling 
like :L real pug dog. A t  l e ~ ~ g t l i  they open to him, and  he goes in. I~nnlecliately therc 
comes out of the Lodge a Brother  whom they call the  T m s t y  : he  pu ts  into the hands 

of the New Nember, not  a sword, a s  do the  Frecn~asons,  but  a Chain, emblem of the  
dog'sservitade with respect to Inan: he fastens to his neck a leather  collar. takes him 
by the r ight  hand, a n d  hiiving led him into the Lodge, makes him go uine times roand 
a chalked space of which I will speak presently, and  round which the  Brot l~ers  a re  
s tmding .  Let  US not  forget to  say t h a t  the door is guarded by  t.lle two last received 

i\lopscs sword in hand  to w a d  oE al l  who do not belong to t h e  Order. 

'. IVhile the  fu ture  Xlopse is thus  being led round, the  others  have l ~ a u d y  a stick, 
a sword, a chain, o r  something similar, nit11 which they make a horrible noise. This 

music serves as a c c o m p n ~ ~ i m e ~ ~ t  to  I know not 110w many cliscordaut voices, which cry i n  
a logubrious tone : d l e m e ~ z f o  ~ n o r i ,  inomeufo  m o r i ,  t h a t  is  to  say, R e j e c t  t h a t  you n ~ m t  die.  
All this is done to fr ighten t h e  poor Novice, and p u t  his resolution to the  test : and if it 
is t rue t h a t  he mus t  not have great  conrage to be ssrionsly fr ightened a t  this  din, i t  is 
no less true t h a t  he must  be e ~ ~ t i r e l y  insensible not to  feel a t  least some emotion. One 
may easily judge t h a t  i t  is t h c  women, who genei~ally show most weakness. I h a r e  

seen one of them, i n  t h e  samc Lodge a t  Prankfort,  who was seizecl with such serious 
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12 Transactz'oi~s of the Qzcalz~or Coroi~at i  Lodge. 

t r en~bl ing ,  t h a t  they were obligcd to c a ~ ~ y  her  in their  a r m s ;  and the  31opses were such 
scrupulous observers of their  Rulcs, tllnt tliey would not unbincl her  eyes, until  she was 
outside t h e  Lodge. B u t  i t  must be adnlitted t h a t  there a re  nlany Men who show tlleni- 
selves Wonien on this  occasiou: some a re  seen wl~osc  knees tremble so ~uuc l i ,  t h a t  t l ~ e y  
can hardly sul111ort themselves ; others sweat in g rea t  d r o l ~ s  : some even fall  fa int ing 
i n  t h e  arms of their  Conductor.. All t l ~ i s  forms n ravishing spectacle for t'he Assembly: 
tlle cries become less lugubrious and  a r e  niinglecl with g rea t  bursts  of l a u g h t e ~ ,  ; t h e  

gr:rvity even of t h e  Grand I\lastcr is  upset. 

" The last  round fiuishecl, t h e  Candidate finds himself face to  f ;xe with the  Grand 
l l as te r ,  who, in  all nuthoritativc tone, demn~~cls  of the  first W a r d e n ,  the rneanily of the 
noise that  he has jzcst heard. Thc  IVatden replies: I t  i s  because a dog ~ h i c h  i s  110t a 

~~~~~e has entered here, and the M o p s  zoish to bite h i m .  

" The  G.11. : Ask  l ~ i i n  what  he zcal~fs.  
Warclcn : Lle z u n ~ ~ t s  to becov~tc a Illopse. 
G.M. : Ilozc c m  this change be wlcctle ? 

JV. : B y  his  j o in i~ lg  71s. 
G.31. : I s  he f u l l y  resolved O?L i t  ! 
TV. : Yes ,  Grand Mopse. 
G.11. : D m ~ a n d  of h i m  i f  he wi l l  be obedie~ct to a11 the Btu tu fes  of the ~Sociely. 
TV. : Yes ,  Grand ilfopse. 
G.N. : I s  i t  cto.iosity that  brings J L ~ I I L  to e11ter l~ere  ? 

TV. : N o ,  Grnud M o p e .  
G.11. : I s  i t  so111e prospect (4 utlcaihr ye ? 

W .  : ATo, Grawl  Nopse.  
G.31. : W h a t  then  i s  h is  rnotioe ? 

W .  : 2'he advantage of j o i ~ ~ i n ~  a body, t l ~ c  11~ember.s of t ~ h i c h  are estrettlely esti~ttable. 
G.M. : Ask  h i ~ n  if I L ~  fea1.s the Devil. 

" The  Warden  repcats  t h e  qaestion to tllc Candidate who replies Y e s  or N O ,  as 
seems good t o  him, i t  does not matter ,  The  Master speaks again and says to  tlie 
Warden : See i f  he hus  wha t  hs wzust have to become a Jfopse T l ~ e n  t h e  Warden tells the  
Candidate to  p u t  out  his tongue ns f a r  as  possible. If he refoses. 11e is  concluctecl out  
of t h e  Lodge a n d  is no t  received. I f  he obeys, t h e  Warden takes his tongue with his 
fingers, and examines i t  on all sides, alniost as  if h e  wished t o  examine t h e  tongue of a 

pig. During th i s  exzniination, two Bro t l~ers  nppl.oac11. and pretending to nh isper  so as  
uot to  bc heard,  one says t o  t h e  other : It i s  too hot, i t  i s  too hot,  let it cool a little. H e  

answers: I t  i s  all r ight  as i t  i s  : believe nze il i s   of too hot : i t  nzwst be able to n d i e  the 
mark .  The  unfortunate Novice, who llas not lost a word of this  dialogue, shudders with 
horror a t  these last  words. I have seen some who, ut ter ing a cry of f l ight ,  leap hastily 
back, and raise the i r  hands  to  thc i r  montl~h, as  if really touched with a hot iron. I 
believe also t h a t  there a r e  few who vould  have cnougli firmness to  resolve to carry on 
t h e  Ceremony to t h e  end,  if tlie new bursts  of Ianghter and  the  jokes with wllic11 they 
are  overwhelmed did not make them understand t h a t  t l ~ e y  had only been brought there 
t o  be made to play t h e  chief die in a most colnicnl farce. 

" When tliey a r e  seen to be a lit t le i~eassured, tlle Warden says t o  t h e  Master :  
Grant1 Jlopse, Le has all  that  he hove to be a Nopse.  I a m  glad of i t ,  replies t h e  
Grancl Alaste~., bid aslz h i m  o w e  wc,re i f  111's resolri/ic,n i s  q ~ t i t e j i r i n .  ( m 1  if J L P  feels himself 
proof agciinst every th i i~g .  T h e  Warden rcl)lies : Yes ,  (:raud l l ( y se .  

www.qu
atu

orc
oro

na
ti.c

om
 

AQC V
ol 

24
 (1

91
1) 



Adoptice J l a s o ~ ~ r y  aqzd the Order of t l ~ e  Aiywses. 13 

" G.M. : Ask hint  i f  l ~ e  i s  prepared to strip l~inzself of the adva~ztages of f o r t w e  
order to enrich the Society. 

W .  : Wfwn  1~e sees a Brother l'1~ need he wil l  take a l ively pleas~rre i n  assisting Linz. 
G.N.: Ask  h i m  i f  h i s  obedience wi l l  be prompt,  b l ind ,  and  without t7~e least 

contradiction. 
W .  : Yes ,  Grand Xopse.  
G.11. : Ask  7~i1n i j he i s  toilling to 1ii.c~ the Brothers. 
W .  : Y e s ,  Gravd Xopse .  
G . X .  : Abk 1~inz if he i s  u i l l i ng  to kiss . . . . . 
"I p u s e  11e1-e t o  remind t h e  Reader  t h a t  it is not l who spcaI<, but. t h e  Graud Master 

of an illustrious Order ,  01- a t  tlle very 1e:rst t h e  hlaster of a Lodge, and t h a t  I an1 not 
permitted to change any of t h e  establisbcd tcrn13. T h e  Grand 1Iaster continues t l l e ~ l  thus : 

D e v ~ a n d  of h i m  i f  7 ~ e  i s  zoilliny fo kiss the r u m p  of the Mopse. or t ha t  of tkc  Grand 1lLuster. 
I t  is pretended t h a t  i n  some Lodges he  adds or that  of the D e v i l :  brit I a m  not williug 
to  believe this  a t  all. A movenlent of indignation, n-11icl1 t h e  C:~ndid i~ te  rarely fails to  
make a t  t,liis momcnt, oblige, t h e  Warden to beg him with al l  politeness and all  possible 
earnestness to  clloose one 01- t h e  other. T l ~ i s  makes t h e  most o~.iginal dispute imaginable 
between them. T h e  candidate con~plains  with sllarpness t h a t  t h e  fun is pushed too far, 

and clecla~w t h a t  he  does not  pretend to have come there  t o  serve as  a jest for 
t h e  company. The Wl~rt len,  af ter  Ilaving uselessly spent his eloqnencc, proceeds to  
take a pug  dog of was ,  of cloth, o r  of scme other  like material,  which Ilaeits tail cuded  
UP, a s a l l  the  clogs of t h a t  k iud  carry i t ,  he applics i t  to  t h e  nloutll of t h e  Csndidi~te ,  
and thus  ~ n a k e s  him kiss i t  by force. The  l'ug-clog clcstined t o  receive th i s  respectful 

homage is always placed on tllc table of t h e  Master of t h e  Lociqe a s  a Symbol of t h e  
Society : ancl i t  is  there t h a t  t b e  W a r d e n  proceeds t8a take i t .  There a re  also placed on 
the same table a sword and a toilet glass, of which 1 m111 explain t h e  use in  a moment. 

" This grand affair ended, t h e  i\Iaster says to  t h e  Warden  : Uriug  m e  the Candidate,  
A t  once t h e  Warclen tnkes away from him the  cllaiu which had been p u t  on his hands, 
attaches i t  to  his collai., and thus  draws him to t h e  table behind which the  Grand 
Master is seated. The  la t t e r  then tnlces the  harid of the  Candidate a n d  makes him p u t  
i t  on the sword if i t  is n man, : ~ u d  on t h e  toilet glnss if i t  is a woman ; after  mllich he 
says to llim : X ~ p e a t  word for word whut 1 sin g o i y  t o  suy. ' Iproln iae  to th is  i l l~c~triozcs 
dsse i t~bly ,  a i d  fo rtll the Society of fhe  Afopses, to obserce P X ( L C ~ ~ ! J  tl~ei7" 1 imd  their Statutes, 
and 71erer to revml .  e i f l ~ e r  by  weld, or by  s i ! y ~ ,  or by writing, their S t c re f s  alld their Mysteries. 
Ip le t lye  m y e l f  076 my honozrr to keep the pronzise ~ ( h i c h  I h m e  just 91zade ; so t h a t i f  Ic io la te  
i t ,  I cmseut to be deemed a dishrmect m a n  (or w o n m ~ ~ ) ,  / o  Le pointed a t  in the Companies, 
a7zd to Le z ~ m L l e  ever t o  l ay  clninz to the l ~ e a r t  of otzy Lad!/ ( t o  be reckoned neither b e u u t i f d ,  
?LOT w i t t y ,  nor worthy to be Lored b y  an!j Mat t ,  and to reuoxilce all  t l ~ e  charms t l ~ a t  Ilro,ne?~ 
druzc f rom their toilet glass.)' 

" After  this promise t h e  Gmnd JIastcr  demands of t h e  Candid:tte. he zcishes to 
see the light, and tlle la t ter  having replied yes, t h e  Wardeu tnkes off his hoodwinlc. 
There are some Lodges i n  which n trapdoor is  contrivecl before t h e  blaster's table, 
whicll rises aucl falls gradual ly by means of some m a c h i n e q .  T h e  Candidate  i s  placed 
on this tri~pcloor, I IC  i s  raised t o  a certain height without  his perceiving i t ,  and i t  is in 
this  situation t h a t  his eyes a re  unbouncl, B u t  this is  not t h e  usual custom. TVhat is  
always done. a t  the monrent wllen t h e  use of his eyes is restored to a new Alopsc, is t o  
place themselves in  a circle round him : the  men present t o  his face t h e  point of their 
swords, and hold a Alopse of cloth in  the  other  hand ; and the  Women have i n  their hands 
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14 P ~ a n s n c t i o w  of the ( I T L ~ ~ U O Y  C o r o m t i  Lodge.  

a n  article of their  toilet i~11d a. hIopsc :L~SO 1111der the  ; L ~ I ~ I .  l ' l ~ e  Grand Master the11 
mal\-es t h e  Candidate pass to  his r ight  a i ~ d  says to him : T h a t  a l l  the Cerel~zo&s zol~ic l~  
they have just goue throz~gh are O I L ~ J  soiize p r e l i i ~ z i ~ ~ a ~ i e s  establislietl to scyre as introdtcctiol~ 
i u to  the Society,  tend that  he i s  nozv goi i~g  to tea cl^ lriiia the S i p s  ant1 the TT7oord uyhich dis- 
tiny ztish the iiIopses. 

" The  Firs t  S i g l ~  is made b y  pressing with force t h e  middle finger on the  t ip  of t h e  
nose, the  two other  fingers on t h e  two corners of t h e  month,  t h e  thumb on the  chin, t h e  
lit t le finger extended ancl spread out,  and by making t h e  t ip  of the  tongue come out by 

t h e  r igh t  side of the  rnontli. Nothing can be imagined more comic than  a n  Assembly of 
men a d  women who a re  exercising tl~eunselves in 111:~lring this Sign. Imagine the  con- 
t ras t  there mus t  be between a clozeli Coquettes, puzzled to find some grace in an at t i tude 
well suited to  disfignle t l ~ c i r  fcatorcs, i ~ n d  a s  many men n ~ h o  a r e  c u d e a v o ~ ~ r i n g  to lna1;e 

themselves as  hideous as  possible. I know, howavei., one Lady of t h e  Society, mho has  
told nie in  conficlence t h a t  they llnvc fol-mecl among them a Conncil of the  Toilet, in  
w h i c l ~  they deliberate very seriously oil t h e  means of n~i t iga t iug  this  u~icoutll  s ign :  t h a t  
they have eveu established a Prize for  her who sliall succeed best, and  t h a t  they do not 
despair of rendering th i s  Sign as  l~lensing :LS u p  to t h e  present it has  appeared 
ridiculous. 

" I have described i t  in the  way in which i t  is done in t h e  best regulated Lodges. 
There a re  some who pretend tlmt i t  is not t l ~ c  thumb,  b u t  t h e  lit t le finger, t h a t  must be 
placed ou tlie chin. Some mnlic the  tonplc  n p l ~ m : ~  by  t h e  left side of tlie mo11t11 ; others 
pu t  i t  out alternately OII both sides. l~ns t ly  there a r e  found some who divide t h e  Sign 
in two, and  who make of i t  two ciisti~ict Signs, of \rhich one consists i n  the  position of 
t h e  fingers, and  i l ~ c  other  ill t,hc action of put t ing out  the  tongoe. 

" The Second S i y l  is to p n t  t h e  riglit 11:~nd all  opeu ou the  region of the  I~ear t ,  b u t  
without making t h e  square as  tlle F r e e ~ n a s o ~ l s  do. 

" However, there is  a n  essential difference bettveen t h e  two Signs. The lirst is the  

distinctive mark  of t h e  Society, whereas the other is only a mere ceremony, aud a simple 
costom which Iias establisliccl itself by clegi*ecs : so t l ~ a t  a Alol~sc who wonlcl ncver make 
use of t h e  secold, \\ .odd not fail of 1wmgi1ition as a Urothcr, provided he  had performed 
t h e  first well. 

'. AS for t h e  Word ,  opinions ;we diviclcd . some maintain t h a t  there is one, and 
others assert t h t  there is  not. I t  is  I I O ~ ,  iny business to decide so important  a, question, 

especially a s  all  t h e  Lodges in  which I have beeu, and  even t h a t  a t  F r a ~ ~ k f o r t ,  agree t h a t  
t h e  matter  i s  cloubtful. Those who take t h e  aftirlnatioe view say t h a t  t h e  word is J I u T :  

i t  is pronouncecl SIoz~r ,  German f,lshion ; but  i t  is not spelt, a s  among t h e  E'1.ee Rlasons. 

" After  t h e  explanation of the  Signs aud Worcl, t h c  Grand ~Ias te rorc le rs  the  new 

Xember to  repeat  them with some Bro the i~or  S i s te r :  a f t e ~ .  which he makes him embrace 
all  t h e  Assenibly, whom h e  takes care to war11 beforehand i n  a loud voice to  place them- 
selves i n  a circle folb this  ceremony. The  newly received inember kisses the  men on 

whatever p a r t  of the  face he  pleases : but  he is only allowecl to  kiss t h e  momeu on the 
cheek. H e  then places himself where it seems good to Ilini, Thc  Orator  then begins 
t o  speak, a f te r  having received t h e  order to do so from tlie Grand Master : and in a 

stoclietl discourse, which ought  not to  last more thau a quarter  of a n  hour, h e  expounds 
to him t h e  Duties and  Rules of the  Society, and explains to  him t h e  figures t h a t  are  
chalked on the  floor ; Iic informs hini t h a t  all  t h e  Laws  of t h e  Rlopses have for their 
end only Fidelity, Fai th,  Discretion, Constar~cy, Tenderness. Sweetness, Hnn:auity ; in  
a word, a l l  t h e  qualities which form t h e  basis of Love and  Friendship, a n d  those which 
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Adoptive J h s o n r y  n7zd the  Order of the M'opses. 15 

form what, is  called Sociability. 3loreover he takesoccasion to extol t h c  good qualities 

of the Mopse 01- of t h c  Pug-clog : he  insists principally on those which render  him lovable, 
and coucludes by  s l~owing  t h a t  if instinct alone is capable of procl~icing such things in 
a Dog. reason ought  to  make infinitely more of them in hlan. 

'' Here the  elwluent adclress ends. It is fo l lo rcd  by  a n  explanxt,ion of the  figures 

on the  floor, of which t h e  design is  as  follows. I n  a large space i n  thc  middle of the  

hall are  traced one over t h e  other  a Circle and n S(l i~m.c,  of t h e  same size: as  f a r  a s  t,he 
slight iwcmblance of t,he two figurcs allows: tlie plate t h a t  I have h a d  engraved mill 
better enable you t o  unclerst,and the  th ing  t,lian I can explain it. A candle is  placcd a t  
each corner of the  Square. and t h e  four  cardinal points a r e  marked on it .  A t  the  

centre of the  Circle a Pogdog  is drawn,  with i ts  head turned t o  t h e  E a s t  : on i ts  r ight  
a Column which denotes F ide l i ty :  and on its lef t  another  Column which signifies 
Frienclsliip : the  first h a s  for  i t s  base Sincerity, and tllc ot,lier Constancy. Below the  

XIopse, on going towards the  Eas t ,  is scen a Door which leads t o  t h e  Palace of Lorc :  
the  Fireplace of t,his Palace is callcd Etei -x i ty )  T l ~ c  Pavement  on which t,lie two 
Columns w e  placcd is sprinkled with 1ic:~rtr;. the most p a r t  t ied toget,hcr by the  Bond 
01. S t r ing  of Pleasure, which originates in t h e  Vase of Reason. Thc  rest of the space 
is filled with Symbols of f i i e n d s l ~ i p :  which one is  free t o  vary  a s  one wishes. I t  
c m  be scen in the  cngmved plan 11ow t l ~ c  I h s t e r  of t l ~ c  Lodge, tlhe C:~ndicli~te and the  
other blopses are  placed : I h a r e  said enough t o  make i t  understood what  the  Lodge is. 

" As soon as  t h e  Orator  has tinished giving the explanation of it. to  the Candidate, 
the floor is washed, and th i s  occasions me to make  a remark,  l ike t k a t  which I have 

made on t,he Freemasons' Lodges. It is t h a t  i t  is absolutely necessary t h a t  t,he figures 
be chalkecl. Those mho have t h e m  painted on a cloth, to  s t retch i t  on t h e  Floor on 
Reception days, offend against  t h e  Rules of the  Institution. W h e n  no more traces of 
t h e  Lodge remain, t h e  Reaclle, accompanied by other  Serving Brothers, bl ings a table. 
and I a y s t l ~ e  cloth i n  t,he Reception chamber itself, if there is  not a more convenient 
place. They place themselves a t  table, t h e  Master in  t,he chief place, t.he Strangers 
of each sex a t  his r ight ,  t h e  Officers of each sex a t  his left,  and  t h e  Wardens facing 
him. Tha t  is  a l l  t , l ~ e  order they observe: for  otherwise, each placcs himself as  seems 
good to him, except only t h a t  they t ry  to  place a Man and a Woman alternat,ely, as  f a r  

as  the number ancl the  ses  of t h e  guest's permit. 

" T h e  RIopses a r e  too good ,juclgcs of pleasnre not to  know t h a t  those of t h e  table 
are  nothing m w h  when liberty docs not reign there :  so they take i t  eutirely. They 
11:~ve known bct ler  than t o  submit  tl~emselves, dur ing  the i r  repast,  to  formal 
ceremonies which, though they scrve sometimes to  arouse gaiety, never fail t,o 

extinguish i t  when they a re  too numerous, o r  when they recur  too often. The  Mopses 
have but  one: yet they only observe i t  a t  long intervals? t h a t  is  to say, when t h e  Grand 
1Iopsc gives a toast :  fo r  otherwise each drinks when thirs ty.  The  Grand Master and 
t h e  Warden of thc day hkve a w l ~ i s t l e  before t , l~eni on t l ~ c  table, t o  compel silence, when 

there is anything t,o commnnicatc to  t h e  Assembly. W h e n  t h e  N a s t e r  of the Lodge 
wishes to give a toast, h e  blows t,he n~histle,  t,he IYarden answers him, and every one 
listens. The RIaster then says :POUT, Jropses, nud t h e  Warden echocs him. The  Master 
cor~tinnes: I f i re  you poured, dropse~ ? The  T a r d e n  vepeat,s it .  When  everyone has 
taken some winc, the I\'Ii~s(er rises, all t h e  13rotlie1~s m ~ d  Sisters  do lilicwise ; he taltesliis 
glass,and says:  IT'lcrtlr~~s, T7isitow, O[]icers, Nezrly Receiuell Iliembers, Brothers, aizd S is fers  
Mopses, /Le first toctst I1~1rt we , s l ~ ( t l l  dri~ilczcill be that  o f  . . . (Thcy  usually commcnce 
with the Sovereign of t h e  Count,ry in w h i c l ~  they are).  Each then takes 11is:glass in  
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16 Transactions of the Quatuor Coronati Lodye. 

t h e  same may a s  t h e  G m u d  Mopse has taken his, t h a t  is to  say, with t h e  t h u m b  and  
first finger t h e  stem is  held, ancl with t h e  litt le finger tlie foot of t h e  glass is  clasped, 
with t h e  two ot,hor fingers extendsd ho~~izontal ly .  They then raise t,he wine to  their  
lips, tas te  i t ,  and  then  finish dr ink ing :  then they turn t , l~e i r  glasses upside down i n  a 
lit t le plate prepared for  this  purpose, ancl retake their  place a t  table. 

" A n  Assembly of Men and Women, composcd of t>he most brilliant young people, 
o r  of persons at  least who are still  in  the age of pleasures: a delicate wpast ,  some 
exquisite wines, t h e  gaiety, the  cordiality, t h e  familiarity also, which reign among t h e  
gnests, and  besides tlie d u t y  t h a t  is imposccl on them of lending themselves to all  t h a t  
can cont'ribnte t o  t h e  common pleasure ; here is mat te r  on which t h e  Reader can .give 
vent to his imagination, t o  form a n  iclen of what  passes a t  these feasts. Decency is, 
however, preserved a t  them : they make love there, bu t  i t  is  usually only with the  eyes ; 
a more express declarat,ion, made before t h e  whole table, wonld pass for  inclisc~.etiou 
and for rudeness, a n d  they do not Incli occasions, in  t,he same place, of explaining 
themselves more clearly nncl without constraint. 

" I  leare  t h e  Reader  to  d raw a parallel bctwcen this  Socieiy and t h a t  of t h e  
Freemasons. T h e  lat ter  have against them t,he Proscription of t h e  Court of Rome and 
t h a t  of sereral  Sovercigns, justly scandalised by  t h e  Oath which they  administer t o  
their  Uembers, a d  perhnps by some Ceremonies a l i t t le profane. T h c  l\Iopses have 

nothing snch against them : b u t  do they not a lit,tle abuse what, they call Sociability ? 

' ' I  hacl already g i ~ e n  th i s  to  the printer,  when I remembered a considerable 
omission. I h a r e  fo rgo t te~ l  t o  m e n t ~ o n  t h a t  cxcept t h e  Serving Brothers there are  no 

cliffereut degree.; among t h e  Jlopses. I t  is their Offices alone tbn t  distinguish t h e m :  

one does not see among them Apprentices, o r  Companions, or filnsters, atid consequently 
also they have only one Ceremony for  their  Receptionq. 

" Very  nearly. also, have I omitted theil- Catechism, which co~l ta ins  scarcely 
anything else than  some Questions OIL the  Ceremonies of the i r  E h - a u c e  ; b u t  I have 
promisecl t o  give par t  of i t ,  and I must  keep my nord .  H e r e  i t  is, then ,  bu t  extrenlely 

~bridgecl,  because i n  al l  t h e  places where I would have t o  repent myself, I am content 
to  refer to what  has  already been saicl. 

Question. A r e  yon a Alopse ? 
Answer. I was not, th i r ty  years ago. 

W h a t  were you then. th i r ty  years ago ? 
I n-as a dog, b u t  not a domestic clog. 
W h e n  clid you become domestic ? 
W h e n  m y  Conductor began t o  scratch ancl bark  a t  t h e  door. 
W h e n  you had entered into the  Society, what  was done t o  you ? 
A chain was  p u t  on m y  hands and a collar on my necli. 
E e ~ e  several ipestions are put  tuhicl~ r e f e ~  fo the formc~lities of the Receptio?~. 
W h a t  pleased you most in  t h e  Lodge ? 
T h e  floor. 
W h a t  does i t  r epresen t?  
See t l ~ e  description of the Lodge. 
W h a t  does t h e  Sqnare s ignify? 
T h e  firm foundation of the  Society. 

www.qu
atu

orc
oro

na
ti.c

om
 

AQC V
ol 

24
 (1

91
1) 



www.qu
atu

orc
oro

na
ti.c

om
 

AQC V
ol 

24
 (1

91
1) 



www.qu
atu

orc
oro

na
ti.c

om
 

AQC V
ol 

24
 (1

91
1) 



Adoptice Musolary a i d  fhc Order of the Jlopses. 17 

Q. What does the Circle signify? 
A.  As all the radii of a Circle start  from the same centre, i t  must be in the 

same way that  all the actions of a M o p e  start  from one and t,he same principle, which 
is Love: or a good answer is  : Thc Circle marks the perpetuity of the Lodge. 

ezplanatioiz of the othev Fig~cres i s  found i l z  the tEe.scription that I have given 

Whence blovs the mind ? 
From the East. 
Wha t  time is i t  ? 
I t  is high time. 
How do Mopses walk ? 
They are dragged by the chain from West to East. 
How do they drink ? 
Sec the Ceremonies of the Table.  

S w h  is the account of the Mopses ancl their Ccrenionies as given in the book 
which I have translated, and i t  only remains to add that  according to Clavel (p. 1%) 
the Society spread through the whole of Germany, the Net,herlands, Austrian Ylanders, 
and even France ; but in the last country i t  had but a short duration and was replaced 
by the Adoptive Lodges. 

Nothing precisely like the Lodges of Adoption has ever been introducecl among 
English-speaking Jlasons, though in America two or three androgynous degrees have 
been worked a t  different times, such as the " Mason's Wife," conferred on Master 
Masons, their wives, unmarried daughters and sisters, aud their  widowed mothers ; and 
the '' Good Samaritan," of which the privileges are confined to Royal Arch Xasons and 
their wives : and some degrees conferred npon females only have also been introduced 
into that countary, such RS the "Heroine of Jericho." which is given to the wives and 
daughters of Royal Arch Xasons only ; bat  the only one that  seems to have really 
caught on is the " Order of the Eastern Star," introduced by Bro. Rob. Morris in 1855,' 
and consisting of five degrees :- 

l. Jephthah's Daughter, illustrating respect for n TOW. 
2.  Ruth, illustrating devotion to religious principles. 
3. E s t h e ~ ,  illustrating fidelity to kindred and fl-iencls. 
4. hiartha, illustrating ~ulcleriating faith in the hour of trial. 
5. Elects,: illustrating patience ancl submission under ~ v ~ o n g s .  

Of course none of the Societies to mliich 1 have are in any sense 3lasonic, 
and I feel tbat  perhaps an apology is due to such an audience as this for inflicting such 
a paper upon them, but my object was rather to amuse thaxl to instruct, and I shall be 
qnite content if I have in any way succeecled in that  object. 

Blackey's Encycloprodia 5.v. Adopfive Masonry. Amerieaw. 
' I obscrve a tendcncy among many writers (or among their printers) t o  call this last degree 

"Electra," but  that  is incorrect. B y  " Electn" is meaut t h e  lady, whose real uanle is unknown, to 
whom the 2nd Epistle of St. John 1s addressed, and who, according to tradition, "joyfully rendered 
up home, hnsband, children, good name, and life, tha t  she might testify to  her  Christian low hy 3, 

martyr's death." 
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1 S Trunsactions of the Quafuor Cnronati Lodge. 

Bro. J. P. SIBIPSOS said:-I nrove with 1,leasnrc a r o t e  of thanks to  Jho.  
Hamkius. His  paper  is. I think,  of a class on w11icl1 criticisnl m ~ d  coniment are  cliffirult 
t o  makc. There is, however, onc point on wl~icli  1 sl~oulcl like to  say just a few ~ ~ o r d s .  
Bra. Hawkins has  mentioned t h a t  i n  this  paper he  wished t o  amuse ra ther  t h a n  to 
ins t ruc tus .  1 should be inclined to revcrse this,  for to  me i t  has  caused more a feeling 
O F  sadness and indignation-saduess t h a t  such folly shoulcl ever have esisted in human 
nature. and  indignation t h a t  the  lofty principles of Freemasonry should have been SO 

caricatured by  such vulgar  imitations. Fortunately,  societies snch a s  the  Mopses, 
contain, in  themselves, the  germs of clccay autl d i s so l~~t ion .  They  a re  based, or ra ther  
debased on riiliculons imitation and tt selfish e11,joyment of t h e  moment. Neither the i r  

own nlenibers nor  t h e  outside world are benefited one whit  b y  the i r  existence, and as  
they pass away into oblivion, one may well say, l e t  them yemain there. B u t  un- 

fortunately a t  t h e  present  t ime there are  imitations of t h e  l lopses,  even i n  our own 
ronntry : tiwe, t h e y  a re  not so vnlgar, bn t  t h a t  does not  make them less pernicious : 
and I hope Bro. Hawkins  i n  bringing this account before us  h a s  instructed m, ancl tJiat 
i t  may be a ~ v a r n i n g  for Freemasons in  to  t h e  societies of which I have just  

spoken. 

I should be tlw last  person, brethren, to  refuse to  accord m y  supl~ol-t t,o a Lodge 
which desired to  entertain t h e  lady friends of i t s  m e n ~ b e r s :  b u t  t h e  reading of this old 
history lms seemed t o  me  something of a prophecy and something also of a \rarning. 
Ladies' dances. ladies' banquets, ladics' niglits, if given i n  conjunction with Free- 
masonry, with t h e  display of masonic clotliing, aucl t h e  depletion of i\Iasonic funds. are  
not,  in ~ n y  humble opiniou, compatible with the traditions of t h e  Craft.  Our  Lodges a re  
dr if t ing unconsciously towards the  edge of t h a t  precipice over which French Ilasonry 
fell. At  our initiat,ion. caution n a s  lea1 n t  by all  of 11s; l e t  us  then be  cautions in  this  
matter.  

13ro. S O X G ~ I U R S ~  said :-By may of illustration to  Bro. Hnwkins's paper, 1 h a l e  
placcd on t h e  table a la lge cngmving showing t h e  ceremony of adnlission t o  t h e  order of 
Jlopses, and  a certificate granted to tlic wife of the  well-known hlasonic writer, J. 11. 
l iagon, in  t h e  Lodge L'Amiti6, a Loclgc of A(1option a t  Valenciennes. The former is  
f rom t h e  Lodge collection, and is somewllat ra re  in  tlie large form, though of course i t  
\vns r e p ~ ~ o d u c e d  in small iu tlie various ctlitions of the  French TVOI-k which Bro. Hawkins 
11;~s translated. 

The  certificate is m y  own. I acqnircd i t  with a g rea t  quant i ty  of Rapon's hISS., 
and, when eventnallg I can find time to arrange t h e  latter,  they  mill all be turned over 
by  me into t h e  same depository. 

\Tit11 regard to  t h e  general question of Adopti~ze i\lar;oarg, T th ink  we may take 
i t  as  quite certain t h a t  none of thc  111:111y Continental Orders  to w l ~ i c h  women were 
admitted had anyth ing  wllatevcr to  do mith M x s o n ~ y  a s  \ \ e  know i t .  It is  t rue t h a t  
the Adoptive Lodges worked under  authority of regular  Craft  Lodges, and mheu 
ceremonies were performed it \ \ a s  essential t h a t  t h e  hlastclr of t l ~ e  Craf t  Lodge slioulcl 
be prescnt. Beyond this,  the  connection ceased absolutely. l 'hcrc was not even a pre- 
tence t h a t  blasonic sccrets wcrc con~mnnicatcd to the  wonlell, lint i t  i, fa i r  to  say tha t  
the  ceremonies so f a r  a s  they a re  outlinetl by Rngon 111 his 1lru7a7tel Contplet d'Atlopfion, 

o 7 ~  3ltaqomerir des Dames, were almost entircly d ran  n from 13iblical ~ la r ra t ive .  Iq 
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A h p t i r e  ~ S O W I J  a i d  the Order ~ l f  1he 4lopses. 19 

addition to the Lodges of Adoption there mere also Chapters  of Adoption, which worked 
degrees knowu as  Alaitresse Parfaitme, Glue lhossaise. Sublime lhossaise, C h e v a l i ~ r c  
de ]:L Colombe, Rose Crois  o r  CllevaliBre dc 1s L{icl?faisance, a n d  Princesse de la 
Couronne, making ten  iu all .  T h e  number 5 and  i t s  multiples seem t o  be introduced iu 
all  these degrees. 

It is  evident t h a t  t h c  Orders of Xisraim and  Memphis similarly organised 
Lodges of Adoption. I n  a paper wri t ten by  Bro. J. T. Tliorp for  tlle Ilodgc of Research 
(JIasonicPapers II., 1902) certificates of Lodges of Adoption under  these Orders were 
reproduced. T h a t  under  t h e  Order  of X s r a i m  dated 10th June ,  1821, is  of exactly the  

same design a s  t h e  Ragon certificate. b u t  t h e  wording appears  to be all  written by 
hand, while i n  t h e  Certificate now cxliibited t h e  entire p la te  is  engraved. 

BTO. JV. B. HEXTALL w ~ i t e s  :- 
The basial observance so prominent in  t h c  Reccptiou cercrnony of t'lie Mopses is 

indicated with sufficient c l e a r n e s  i n  TVilliaul Hogar th ' s  pr int ,  .' T h e  Mystery of 
Ilasonry brought to  L igh t  by y ~ o l ~ m o g o n s , "  reproduced in A.Q.C., viii., opposite page 
1Y9, and even more plainly in  t h e  doggerel lines underneath. Uro. R. F. Goold 
at t i ibutes  this  undated engraving to 1730, or earlier.  ( l b i d ,  140.) 

I believe no English t ~ x n s l ; ~ t i o n  of Claoel's H istoire IJitforesqlte has been 
published, and i~ may be  convenient to  give a reference to  " Sketch of t h e  History of 
the  . Loges dlAdoption,' " in l i i e e~naso i~s '  Quartevly Review, 1836, 45-48 : " A  glance a t  
Adoptive l\lasonry," i h id ,  442-7 ; .' Adopt,iou S y s t e n ~ , "  i b id ,  1843, 248; " Lady Ilasoiwy, 
or Masonry of Adoption," E'reeinaso~ls' i lIaguzii~e,  1857, 613-18. A perusal of the  
information there to  be  found nlost cause us to applaud tlle actiou of our  Grand Lodge 
in lately issuing two ci~*culars  coitdemuing recent, developments in t h a t  direction, and 
enjoiuing precautions which all loyal b r e t , h r e ~ ~  will not fail  to  sec are  faithfully observed. 

I a m  i n  full  agreement  wit,h Bro. Simpson on t h e  subject of enter tainmel~ts  
arranged for t h e  inclusion of those \vho cannot  be, o r  ai,e not,  of the  Craft. I n  the  
view of many brethren i t  is not desirable for such t o  emanate from, 01. be ost,ensibly 
identified with,  a Lodge corisidered a s  a l lasonic body:  a n d  when undertaken by 
iudividual members they  shoultl be effectively guarded against  possibility of infraction 
of Alasonic law or  order. Via t r i ta ,  via tu tn .  

U O U I L ~  G O R L H  D ' ~ L \ . I L L L A  zurites :- 
Bra. Hawkins h a s  g i v e ~ ~  us a lively account of tlic Slopses, with a few a c l d i t i o d  

remarks on Adoptive Jlasonry. Stress  ought  to be laid on t h e  distinction between t h e  

three forms of female o r  androgynous Alasonry : 1' T h e  pseudo-nlasonic Orders, like 
the Mopses ancl other  fanciful organizations of t h e  same stamp,  which, i n  their Rituals 
as  well as  in  their  connections, remained absolutely outaide t h e  pale of the  Royal h t ;  
2 O  The Adoptive Xasonry ,  formally authorised b y  some regular  Nasonic Juriscliction, 
b u t  working a r i tual  entirely different from our  own ; 3' The  mixed 3lasonly 
(2~Iqo1mer ie  weixte), v i ~  , spurious Lodges, composed of men ailcl women wllo clnirn t o  
possess and use our Rituals,  Symbols, and  Forms, b u t  neccssalily remail1 for  us 
irregular and clandestine. 
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20 Trnltsnctions of the Q z r a t ~ ~ o ~  Coronati Lodge. 

Bra. Hawkins reminds us tha t  the first Lodges of Adoption r e r e  ~anct~ioned in 
1774 by the Grand Orient of E'rmce. One of their cliaracterist,ics is tha t  they were 
not allowed to initiate men, and tliey could only :tdmit malc visitors T Y ~ O  were regnlar 

DCasons. Eveu in face of these restrictions abuses sornct,imes crept in ; for instance, 
in 17i9 the Adoptive Lodge at,tacl~cd to the Net$ S a ? w s  of Voltairian fame, had to be 
suspended by the Grand Orieut ou account of the uproar created by the complaint of a 
youllg female Initiate, daughter of a Fermier GQnQral, who had been left too long in 
the " cabinet des rhflexious " closeted wit,l~ a young and perhaps too gallant Brother, 
the Abbe Corclier de Saint-Firmin. 

From France the Acloptive Lodges splaeacl ou the continent. As early as 1774, 
we find in Holland, a t  Ninleguen, a Lodge of Adoption under tlie joint presidency of 
the Princess of Orange and tnlie Prince of IValdeck. I n  Belgium, theu under Austrian 
sway, several Buch Lodges were successively opcned ; they had n Grand Mistress, who 
was the wife of the Marquis cle G-ages, theu Gmnd nlaster of the English Proviucial 
G i m d  Lodge of the Austriau Notherlands. We possess a Uiploma of that period, 
delivered by a Lodge of Adoption att,nched to the  Hezrrezcse E e n c o d ~ e ;  one of the 
principal Brussels Lodges; i t  bears the signatures of a Duclless of Arenberg and a 
Countess of JIerode, two leading uames of the couutry. These Belgian Lodges were 
suppressed, with mauy other JLasonic organizations, by the 14:rnperor Joseph II., in 1786. 
I n  France, where tliey lay low during tlie Revolution, they were revired under the 
Directoire, but soon became,-if we are to beliere a recent report of Bro. Uhry, member 
of the Conseil de l'Ordre, in Prance-" centres of intrigue, flirtat,iou, and immorality." 
Nevertheless, they continued their career in a better spirit, but  with ups and ~ O W U S ,  

till  the middle of the century. To-day the Adoptive Lodge, counected a t  Paris wit11 
the Nwucelle J i~z r su l em,  under tlie Grand Lodge (Scottish) of France, and the 
Order of the Eastern  S t a r  in the Uuit,ed States seem to be the only living represents- 
tives of Adoptive AIasonry, albl~ough I have been told lately tha t  some Lodges of 
Adoption still exist in Spain a d  P o h g n l ,  a t  least on paper. 

I\feanwhile, some fiftet~n years ago, the Lodge D i d e ~ o t ,  a t  Le Pecq. near Paris, 
took upon itself to initiate a woman of high repute, Uiss Jlaria Deresnes. It was: of 

course, immediately suspended arid erased from the list of the Grand Orient. But some 

of its members opened a t  Paris  a, Lodge called the Droit Htrmrci?t, wliich soon assumed 
the tit,le of G ~ a n d e  Loge symbolique &ossuise mi;vle, and even Szcpre~ne Conseil mix te  with 
33 Degrees. This organization which init,iat,es indiscriminately men and women, is 
said to have two or three Lodges iu Vrt~nce a t  the present time, and one a t  The Hague, 
called Caiot te;  and jt is st,ated that  i t  has enterccl into relations with certain spurious 
Lodges recently formed in Euglancl. A proposal to allow French M a s o ~ ~ s  to visit the 
Droit Hunznin  has several times beeu broaglit up before the Grand Orient of France ; 
i t  was again rejected last year by a lai-ge majority. 

Bro. HESI~Y HAI~RIS  said he l~oped papcrs would be written on other societie8 
similar to the Nopses-such foriustsncc as the I h i g h t s  of Joy, the Knights anclNymphs . 

of the Rose, founded by Louis Philippe. 
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